
 

Dear Friends:                                                                                June  2020 

In January, we usually take a few moments to take a long look at the new year and more or less map out some tentative 

plans around our work schedules, including predetermined occasions like birthdays, holidays, anniversaries, new births, 

weddings, family gatherings, vacations, etc.  As the year progresses, our plans may consolidate, shift a bit, be put off for 

another time or be written off completely.  Up until March, that's exactly what was happening, but then life changed.  

2020 will ever be labeled the year of Covid--19.  

I found the following two quotes on surprises:  “Life is full of surprises, but never when you need one.” ― Bill Watterson 

and "Life is full of surprises. Not all these surprises are pleasant, so you need to be ready for what life brings you." --

Anonymous.  They seem to be two sides of a coin.  We all love surprises like engagements or weddings or births, but 

rarely are prepared for job loss, downturn in the economy, sickness or death, marriage breakup or bankruptcy, whether for 

ourselves or our loved ones.  

We were totally surprised when a week after we returned from our 5 weeks of deputation, vacation and being present for 

the birth of our granddaughter, to be told that life as we knew it was going to drastically change.  It started off the day 

after we returned, (March 11th) when I pulled out my list--made February 1st--to go shopping at Costco.  I remember 

walking around the back of the store wondering where the toilet paper was stocked.  I couldn't understand why they didn't 

have any.        A few days later we were in lockdown.  We'd been doing so much traveling we hadn't paid much attention 

to what was happening around the world.  Covid-19 really took us by surprise.  For us, isolation wasn't really too hard, 

since we live in a rural setting.  But as time went on and schools, churches and business shut down, and governmental 

bulletins informed us that all gatherings would be canceled till the end of summer, the ramifications of all our summer 

plans being canceled, suddenly hit us, hard.   To paraphrase Robert Burns:  "The best-laid plans of mice and men often go 

awry."  So now what do we do?  

Do you remember the phrase in the book of Esther where Mordecai tells her that she should go plead with the king for her 

people and adds:  "And who knows but that you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14)  We are 

nowhere near the prospect of total destruction like they were, but the phrase is apropos for the time we are in.  What are 

we as Christians doing for God's kingdom at "such a time as this?" 

I would say that for most of us, the level of isolation and quarantine took us by surprise.  No one was expecting all public 

and private functions would be canceled.  Who would have thought that it would go on for so long?  Churches scrambled 

and went online.  People learned a whole new level of technology to interact with others.  The adage, "patience is a 

virtue..." became our practice when we had to go shopping.  Families had to learn to actually communicate and relate to 

each other.  Old "fogey" traditions like baking, puzzling and playing games became the new norm.  Homeschooling is no 

longer frowned on by the Board of Education.  Of course, I'm sure that some new habits will have their downside later--

weaning ourselves off too much TV and computer; overeating; going to bed late and sleeping in late; lack of exercise, etc. 

After the first week or two of fighting it, most of us settled into our new normal and learned that not everything about 

quarantine is bad. 

We help out at a weekly kids' club at the Hillsborough Baptist Church.  There we started learning about zoom meetings 

and how to teach a lesson over the computer.  Although it's nothing like normal contact, it was a blessing to be able to 

continue to interact with the children through this medium.   

We participated in Child Evangelism Fellowship's Day of prayer, also via zoom.  How wonderful to hear about all the 

different ways people are getting the gospel out to children!  In Norway, they put their weekly Good News Club online 

and had over 1000 children watching it!  Someone else shared that in their New England region's kids' club, during the 

zoom session, some children from South Africa popped up and listened!  The more they talked, the more we saw how 

God is using this time to reach into areas never before reached!  We were told that many people in closed countries are 
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surfing the net for things to watch and do. Since many Christian organizations have put their programs online, they are 

reporting more viewers than ever!  What a great God to serve "in such a time as this!"   

After a lot of pondering about what to do about our summer ministry, Ron and I decided to see if we could record a week's 

worth of club to offer to churches. The idea was to give it to the churches who then would share the material with their 

church families We’ve been extremely busy working on that for weeks now only to find out we aren’t able to get the 

Copyright permissions necessary to produce the club in mass electronic form. 

We had a whole summer booked with clubs. Pray for us as we make decisions together with families and churches, 

whether the clubs can be done or not.  Should the restrictions be lifted before the end of the June, we will be able to go 

back to our original plans to help out at camps, homes, or at different churches as they host their VBS's or kids' clubs. 

  

For those unable to host a regular physical children's summer program, Child Evangelism Fellowship has some options 

for online clubs and activities.  They range from a week's worth of one-hour Zoom clubs to once a week clubs and other 

activities.  We are working together with the other CEF Provinces to do Zoom clubs.  If this is of interest to you, check 

out the material on Fuzzy Wigs included in this letter. You can also contact us, or CEF Ontario for more information. If 

French is your better option, contact AEE Quebec. For more options and languages see:  cefonline.com/covid19/     

  

Another alternative is to host smaller programs on the church property or in people's back yards, at different times of the 

day.  We are available to train your people to do clubs for your church and church outreach.  Smaller clubs can result in 

more specialized attention paid to each child--their age group or other needs.  

  

We ourselves are prepared to teach VBS material on Celebrate. See the enclosed material for information. Call us and 

let’s talk of how you, or your church and community might be a hope to a confused world today.  

  

There are a lot of posts saying that in the future we will say that all we did in 2020 was wash our hands and wear masks. 

God has allowed all of this for a reason.  Let's make sure summer doesn't go by without any spiritual input in the lives of 

our children.  

  

So even though "life is full of surprises," we can be thankful that God has a plan in all this.  None of this took Him by 

surprise. He's not wringing His hands wondering what to do.  Please pray with us as we walk forward into the summer 

with God. Thank-you for your prayers and your support for us, and the ministry among the children in the midst of all this 

change.   

  

Another surprise!  Our daughter Kendra's baby was due in mid-May and finally arrive on Saturday, May 30 at 12:48 A.M.  

A baby boy!  They named him Simeon Galaguz.  He was 7 pounds 14 oz. and 21 inches long.    Due to border lockdowns 

my plan to be with her had to be cancelled.   Our daughter-in-law Christina's baby is due in mid-June.  We appreciate your 

prayers for her.   In all probability, her mother will not be able to be here for the same reason.  We are grateful that we can 

be of help to them at this time.   

  

We are praying for each of you as well, as you learn new ways of coping with Covid-19.  God is still in control and He 

has a plan for us in the middle of life's surprises and we, like Esther will find that we were prepared to be of use in His 

Kingdom at "such a time as this."    Together  with God, in the midst of life's surprises, 
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